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Technical Bulletin #3
Painting a FSK (Foil Scrim Kraft) Facing or PSK (Polypropylene Scrim
Kraft) Facing
Lamtec does not recommend painting facings. However, in cases where painting is unavoidable, it is
suggested that the following procedures be followed to determine if the paint selected is suitable for use on
the exposed polypropylene or aluminum foil surface. Products containing vinyl films should not be painted as
there may be long-term compatibility issues between the paint and the oils in the vinyl.
Facings with the exposed surfaces of an aluminum foil and polypropylene film have been successfully
painted with interior water based acrylic paint and also with oil/solvent based paints. All seams must be
sealed and any holes in the facing must be repaired prior to painting. Paint adhesion and flexibility should be
tested as follows before using.
Adhesion:
All paints should be tested for adhesion and flexibility before using. Apply 1 to 2 coats of the test paint to
several one square foot pieces of the facing, and allow to dry for one to two days at room temperature. When
dry, apply masking tape over the painted surface and rub well to insure intimate contact. Check adhesion by
removing the masking tape at both slow and fast speeds. If the paint film cannot be removed with the
masking tape, then adhesion is good. The paint adhesion is satisfactory if the paint film comes off with the
masking tape and provides some resistance to the removal (similar to removing masking tape on painted
walls at home). The adhesion is not satisfactory if the paint film is removed easily, with little or no resistance.
Flexibility:
Apply test paint and allow to dry as above. When dry, crumble the painted facing into a tight round ball as
though you were going to throw it into the waste basket. Then immediately unroll to its original flat shape. The
paint should be flexible and not crack or flake off during this test. The facing is a flexible membrane and will
elongate or shrink with changes in the temperature and humidity. The paint must be flexible and remain
adhered to the facing during changes in temperature and humidity.
It should be noted that the application of a paint or coating to the surface of a facing may change the flame
spread and smoke developed ratings.
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